7–11s

Did you know…
The rights of the child

Did you know that there is a list of the legal rights of children around the world? 

· The Convention on the Rights of the Child was agreed by the United Nations in order to make sure children have the best possible life. 

· Some of the rights you have include: 

· You should be able to express your views and be taken seriously.

· You should know and be cared for by both your parents (unless this would harm you).

· No one should hurt or harm you.

· Your education should help you grow fully. 

· You should have enough food, decent housing, good health care and time to rest and play. 

Going to school: it’s the law!

Did you know that if a child skips school, their parents could be breaking the law? 

· The law says that parents have a legal duty to make sure their children go to school. 

· If their children miss school, the parents might be helped with their parenting skills. If the problem continues, they could be fined up to £2,500, or they might even be imprisoned. This is because it is a crime for parents not to send their children to school. 

· Did you know that a bully is often actually breaking the law? Bullying can involve assault, harassment or theft – all of which are criminal offences.

· A bully who is aged ten years or older can be charged with common assault – or even a more serious offence if they harm their victim.

· Bullying is always unacceptable.

How laws work

Did you know that laws work in a similar way to school rules? 

· Think about Sam’s story. He broke a school rule by breaking a window and not owning up.

· The head teacher had to find out what had happened.

· She spoke to several different people to gather all the evidence.

· When she thought she’d got all the information she had to decide what to do next.

· The law works in a very similar way. If someone breaks a law:

· The police investigate (find out what happened) and gather all the evidence.

· A prosecutor then helps the police decide if they have enough information to know what really happened.

· The prosecutor then decides whether the case should go to court or not.

Rail crime
Did you know that there are many thousands of incidents of rail crime every year?

· In 2006, 69 people were killed in Britain on railway lines because they were trespassing.

· That means they were on or near the tracks without permission.

· 47% of those killed were young adults or children.  

· Other crimes committed on the railways include vandalism, throwing stones, and placing objects on the line. 

· Often it is young people who commit these crimes. Not only are they putting their own lives in danger, they are also threatening the safety of railway staff and passengers.

Hoax calls
Did you know that false 999 calls to the emergency services are called hoax calls?

· Every year, a huge number of hoax calls are made.

· This wastes time and costs lives.

· In 2004, 52% of all 999 calls were hoax. 

· While the police, ambulance or fire crews are rushing out to the hoax call, there could be a real emergency needing their help. 

· All hoax calls are taped. The penalty for making a hoax call could be an acceptable behaviour contract (ABC – see Did you know: Other punishments for anti-social behaviour), a fine, or even prison. 

Anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs)

Did you know that an ASBO is a special set of rules given to people who have behaved badly?

· They are used to stop people who have been a nuisance and upset others. 

· People with an ASBO might be told that they can’t go to a certain place like a town centre, or they might be told that they can’t do a certain thing like play loud music. 

· If someone breaks the rules of an ASBO, they will have to go to court. They can be punished with a fine or up to five years in prison. 

· ASBOs can be given to anyone over ten years of age (adults can get them too).

The purpose of anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs)
Did you know that the aim of an ASBO is to protect the public from bad behaviour?

· ASBOs are designed to encourage local communities to become involved in reporting crime and anti-social behaviour, helping to build and protect the community. 

· The purpose of the ASBO is not to punish the person who is behaving badly.

· However most people who receive an ASBO find that it severely limits their enjoyment and what they can do. 

Magistrates

Did you know that although the Crown Court is a very important criminal court, the majority of cases (95%) are dealt with in magistrates’ courts? 

· Magistrates’ courts deal with less serious criminal cases (such as minor theft or shoplifting) and also civil cases.

· Magistrates, rather than judges and juries, make the decisions in these sorts of case. 

· Magistrates sit as ‘benches’ of three people. 

· One of these magistrates is called the Chairman of the Court. All three work together as a team. 

· They have all kinds of powers, including issuing fines, sending someone to prison for up to six months, and discharging someone (freeing them from a charge or accusation of guilt). 

Judges

Did you know that judges don’t decide on whether a person is guilty or not? That job goes to the juries.

· Judges use their special knowledge and experience to make sure that cases are heard fairly. 

· A judge’s role is not to make the law but to make sure that the law is followed properly. 

· The judge in a criminal court relies on a jury to decide whether someone is guilty or not. 

· The judge then gives the sentence. 

· Judges in civil and family cases usually decide what should happen after hearing evidence from both sides.

Being a witness
Did you know that if you are a witness to a crime or a victim, you may have to give evidence in court? 

· The lawyers may ask lots of questions, but they just want to make sure that all the facts are correct; they’re not trying to catch you out. 

· Witness Service volunteers provide support to all witnesses – both prosecution and defence. 

· They can provide a quiet and safe place to wait before you give evidence, and can arrange for you to visit the court and look around before the trial. 

· If you are under 17, you may be able to give your evidence through a video link. 

Giving an oath in court

Did you know that if you are asked to give evidence in court, you will have to take an oath beforehand? 

· You can take the oath on a holy book of your choice, or if you prefer, you can choose to ‘affirm’ instead. This is similar to an oath, but without the holy book. 

· The General Affirmation is: ‘I do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’ 

Sentencing

Did you know that if a person is found guilty in a criminal court case, their punishment is called a sentence?

· When sentencing the offender, the judge or magistrates have to take into consideration the seriousness of the offence, any past offences that the person has committed, the background of the offender, and the likelihood of the person reoffending. 

Juries
Did you know that every year in the UK, 182,000 people sit on juries in the Crown Court?

· A jury of 12 ordinary members of the public decide whether the accused person committed the crime – not the judge. 

· To be on a jury, you have to be between 18 and 70 years old and registered to vote in the UK. 

· Jurors are selected at random by computer.

· The jury decides whether someone is guilty or not. The judge then gives the sentence. 

Mediation

Did you know that mediation is a way of solving a disagreement or dispute without the people involved going to court? 

· A specially trained person called a mediator helps the people who are having a disagreement to talk to each other and find a solution that is acceptable for everyone. It is very important that the mediator doesn’t take sides and is seen to be fair.

· Mediation works well if people are prepared to  be honest about how they feel and listen to each other respectfully.

· Mediation can be used in different situations, including helping to solve family problems. 

Reporting a crime
Did you know that you can report a crime anonymously? 

· The easiest way to report a crime is by going to your local police station and making a statement.

· You can also speak to a member of your Neighbourhood Policing Team. 

· To report a crime anonymously, contact Crimestoppers, an independent organisation that allows you to provide the details of a crime without revealing your identity. See www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 

· If you don’t report a crime, the criminal can continue to commit more crimes and may injure more people. 

Victims of crime
Did you know that if you have been a victim of a crime or anti-social behaviour, there are people willing to help you?  

· The first place to go to is Victim Support, which has trained volunteers who can listen and support you in confidence – either in person or on  the phone. 

· You don’t have to report the crime to the police in order to contact Victim Support. 

· You can contact the Victim Supportline (0845 30 30 900) or look at the website for young people: www.are-you-ok.org.uk. 

Facts about police 
Did you know that police officers make sure that laws are followed – they don’t actually make the law?

· It’s the job of the police to catch criminals. To do this, they have to gather all the evidence about the criminals’ actions.

· If a case goes to court, the police officer may be called as a witness by the prosecution to give their version of events.

· Not all cases end up in court. The police may decide to give the offender a warning or a caution. This is not to be confused with the caution given when the police arrest or interview a suspect.

· Police officers also work with police community support officers (PCSOs) to prevent crime and help tackle issues in the community. 

Reprimands
Did you know that a reprimand is a warning given by the police to people aged 17 and under who admit they are guilty of an offence? 

· Usually this is for a first offence that the person has committed.

· A reprimand acts as a first official warning, and its main aim is to prevent offenders reoffending. 

· If you do something wrong after a reprimand, you might then be given a final warning or officially charged.

· A reprimand will not go on a person’s criminal record, but it will be recorded on the police database and may be considered in court if they are tried for another offence.

· Adults receive formal cautions instead of reprimands

Youth courts
Did you know that children aged between 10 and 17 years old appear in the youth court? 

· Magistrates who sit in the youth courts are specially trained for dealing with young people. 

· Every child must be accompanied by an adult – usually a parent. 

· Youth courts are more informal than adult courts. 

· The main aim of the youth court is to prevent the young person from reoffending. 

· Magistrates can send children to a special type of prison for young people, called a young offender institution (YOI).

Other punishments for anti-social behaviour
Did you know that some young people who cause trouble are forbidden from going to football matches? 

· If someone has been violent at a football match, they could be banned from going to football matches for three years and have their passport taken away when their team is playing abroad.   This is called a football banning order. 

· Other ways to deal with bad behaviour include acceptable behaviour contracts (ABCs). The young person signs a contract to say that they will keep to certain rules they have agreed to. 

· Compensation orders are instructions for offenders to pay for any damage caused (or for their parents to pay if they are young). 

· Curfew orders require young people to remain at a specified place for set periods of time.

