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Did you know…

How the law and justice system started

Did you know that the Norman conquest of 1066 introduced structures to the Anglo-Saxon legal system that survive to this day?

· Under Henry II, the importance of the Royal Courts in matters of justice was established and common law flourished.

· The King's Judges were also established under the reign of Henry II. England was divided into six circuits, which these judges visited on horseback. We still have judges (known as Circuit Judges) working on those six circuits today.

· In 1215, when King John sealed the Magna Carta, he agreed to provide justice to all and never to imprison someone without legal right or jury trial.

· If someone was accused of breaking a law in medieval England, they were made to walk with a red hot bar in their hand. If their hand was burnt when they let go, they were deemed guilty! 

Where laws come from

Did you know that the courts can make laws as well as uphold them?

· Laws have two main sources: either they come from parliament (statute law) or they come from the courts in the form of decided cases (common law). Most laws are proposed by the government of the day (the Executive). They are then debated on the floors of the House of Commons and House of Lords before being passed. (The House of Commons together with the House of Lords is called parliament, or the Legislature.) 

· It is then the judges (the Judiciary) who have to uphold these laws. 

Human Rights Act – what is protected

Did you know that you have a legal right to a private and family life? 

· This is just one of the rights protected by the Human Rights Act. 

· Other rights include:

· The right to life. 

· The right not to be tortured or inhumanely or degradingly treated.

· The right to liberty and security. 

· The right to a fair and public trial within a reasonable time. 

· The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 

· The right to freedom of expression.

Consumer rights

Did you know that when you buy something, you have rights as a consumer? 

· The goods you buy must be ‘as described’. This refers to any advert or verbal description made by the person who sells them. 

· The goods must be ‘of satisfactory quality’. The products must not have any minor or cosmetic defects, or substantial problems.

· Products must also last a reasonable time. However, you will not be able to rely on any faults that were obvious if you examined the goods before you agreed to buy them. Also, you will not be able to rely on faults that were pointed out to you before you agreed to buy. 

· If you buy something that doesn’t meet these conditions, you have the right to: 

· Return it, so long as you don’t wait too long before doing so. 

· Get a full refund. 

· Compensation (to cover the extra cost), if it will cost you more to buy similar goods elsewhere. 

Civil law

Did you know that one of the most common uses of law is to solve disagreements between individuals or companies?

· This type of law is called civil law.

· For example, neighbours might complain that the people next door are making too much noise, or the customer of a shop might claim that their purchase has fallen to pieces because it was not of good quality.

· Disputes like these can be resolved without going to court. Some cases are resolved by talking things through – often with the help of specially trained people called arbitrators or mediators.

· If civil disputes go to court, they are normally dealt with in a county court or tribunal, where cases are decided by a single judge or member of a tribunal panel.

· The judge has the power to order one side to pay compensation to another or to tell one party to act differently in future. 

Employment law 

Did you know that you have rights when you take on a job, whether it is part-time, temporary, fixed-term or permanent? 

· You have a right to be paid above a certain level, so long as you are no longer of compulsory school age. This is called the National Minimum Wage. 

· You also have rights to cover issues such as the following:

· Age. 

· Disability. 

· Sex or gender. 

· Race or religion. 

· Sexual orientation. 

· Of course, with these employment rights come the responsibilities you have to your employer, according to the terms of your contract.

Family law

Did you know that the law can also be used to prevent disputes or help families resolve problems? 

· Sometimes, for their own reasons, parents decide to separate or divorce. If they have decided that this is the only solution, family law can help them do this quickly and easily.

· If at all possible, both sides are encouraged to resolve their disputes out of court, through methods such as mediation. 

· When disputes do come to the courts, the cases are dealt with by judges and magistrates specially trained to deal with issues affecting families. 

· The Children Act (1989) ensures that children’s welfare is always considered when parents separate or divorce, and that their best interests are kept in mind.

Children in divorce cases

Did you know that the children have certain rights when parents separate or divorce?

· You have the right to see a children and family reporter, who will listen to you about what you want to happen and tell the court about your wishes and feelings. 

· You have the right to say if you want to visit the court or meet the judge or magistrates. Some children want to do this and some children don’t.

· You can talk to the children and family reporter about what you want to do. 

· You have the right to know what has been written about you. 

· You have the right to be told what is happening by the children and family reporter. 

· You have the right to know the decision made about you by the judge or magistrates. 

Weapons

Did you know that it is an offence to carry a knife in public? 

· If you are 17 or under and carry a knife in school or a public place, you could receive a detention and training order (DTO) for 24 months. 

· The maximum penalty for an adult carrying a knife is up to four years in prison and a fine of up to £5,000.

· You cannot buy any sort of knife (even a penknife) if you are under the age of 18. 

· Handguns are prohibited and there is a five-year minimum sentence for unlawful possession of illegal firearms 

If you are arrested

Did you know that you and the police have certain rights and responsibilities if you are arrested?  

· The police can arrest someone (take them to the police station and question them if necessary) if they believe that the person has committed a crime.

· If you are arrested, you have the right to:

· Be treated humanely and with respect. 

· Be told why you have been arrested. 

· Make a phone call. 

· Speak to a solicitor alone. 

· It is also important to note that: 

· Your parent/carer must be notified (if you’re under the age of 18). 

· You can only be held in a police station for a maximum of 24 hours (36 for a serious offence) before you must be either charged with an offence or released.

· The most important thing is to stay calm – even if you think you shouldn’t have been arrested. Shouting and screaming won’t help matters!

Victims of crime

Did you know that if you have been a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour, there are people willing to help you? 

· The first place to go to is Victim Support. 

· They have trained volunteers who can listen and support you in confidence – either in person or on the phone.

· You don’t have to report the crime to the police in order to contact Victim Support.

· They have offices all over the country and help nearly two million people every year. 

· You can contact the Victim Supportline (0845 30 30 900) or look at their website for young people: www.are-you-ok.org.uk. 

Uses of mediation

Did you know that mediation is used in family and civil cases?

· Usually the mediator is a specialist in one form of mediation or another. 

· Mediators may be lawyers or other professionals trained in mediation. 

· Family courts use mediation to help couples in crisis make decisions about their family arrangements.

· Mediation is also used in the small claims court and some tribunals, to help resolve disputes quickly and informally. This helps to minimise costs for the participants. 

· Mediation is also used to deal with community disputes such as anti-social behaviour and noise issues.

The police caution

Did you know that a police officer must use the words of the police caution before making an arrest or starting an interview with a suspect? 

· The words of the caution are: ‘You do not have to say anything. But it may harm your defence if you do not mention when questioned something which you later rely on in court. Anything you do say may be given in evidence.’ 

The police: it’s not all about making arrests!

Did you know that the police don’t just make arrests? They are involved in many other areas of the law too. 

· If a case goes to court, the police officer may be called by the prosecution as a witness to give evidence.

· Not all cases end up in court. The police may decide to give the offender a caution instead. This is not to be confused with the caution give when the police arrest or interview a suspect.

· The police work closely with the Youth Offending Team (YOT) to make sure that young people who have been in trouble with the law don’t offend again. 

· Police officers also work with police community support officers (PCSOs) to prevent crime and help tackle crime in the community. 

Youth courts

Did you know that children aged from 10 to 17 years old appear in the youth court? 

· Magistrates who sit in the youth courts are specially trained for dealing with young people. 

· Members of the public are not allowed in youth courts, but every child must be accompanied by an adult – usually a parent. 

· The youth court is more informal than adult courts. 

· The main aim of the youth court is to prevent the young person from reoffending. 

· Magistrates can send young people to a special type of prison, called a young offender institution (YOI). 

Magistrates – who they are

Did you know that magistrates are ordinary people from your local community? 

· Magistrates don’t have to be legally qualified, but they receive special training to do the job and they are assisted in court by a qualified legal adviser. 

· The work is unpaid, but they can have their expenses (such as travel costs) paid for them. 

· To be a magistrate, you must show that you have certain key qualities, including understanding and communication skills, social awareness, maturity, good judgement, commitment, and reliability.

· The youngest person to become a magistrate was 18 years of age. 

Judges

Did you know that judges don’t decide on whether a person is guilty or not? That job goes to the juries. 

· Judges use their special knowledge and experience to make sure that cases are heard fairly. 

· A judge’s role is not to make the law but to make sure that the law is followed properly. 

· The judge in a criminal court relies on a jury to decide whether someone is guilty or not. 

· The judge then gives the sentence. 

· A judge in a civil and family case usually decides what should happen after hearing evidence from both sides

· In other countries, judges actually investigate the case themselves. In the UK however, they are strictly impartial.

Witnesses

Did you know that if you are a witness to a crime or a victim, you may have to give evidence in court? 

· The lawyers may ask lots of questions, but they just want to make sure that all the facts are correct; they’re not trying to catch you out. 

· Witness Service volunteers provide support to all witnesses – both prosecution and defence – during and after the trial. 

· They can provide a quiet and safe place to wait before giving evidence, and can arrange for you to visit the court and look around before the trial. 

· If you are under 17, you may be able to give your evidence through a video link. 

· Remember that you can ask for a break at any time while you give your evidence. 

· An interpreter can be provided for witnesses who don’t speak English very well. 

Juries – who? 

Did you know that 182,000 people sit on juries in the Crown Court every year in the UK? 

· Jury members (jurors) are selected at random by computer from the electoral register (a list of all the people in the UK who are registered to vote in political elections). 

· Everyone on the electoral register from the ages of 18 to 70 may be selected. 

· All juries consist of 12 people. 

· You cannot do jury service if you are on bail, have been convicted of a criminal offence, or if you suffer from a mental disorder. 

Giving an oath in court

Did you know that if you are asked to give evidence in court, you will be asked to take an oath beforehand? 

· You can take the oath on a holy book of your choice, or if you prefer, you can choose to ‘affirm’ instead. This is similar to an oath, but without the holy book. 

· The General Affirmation is: ‘I do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that the evidence I shall give shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.’ 

Appealing a decision

Did you know that when a verdict is given, people involved in the case can appeal against the decision? 

· In the criminal courts, you can appeal against both the verdict and the sentence.

· There is a hierarchy of courts that enables people from one court to appeal to the court above. 

· Many of these appeals end up in the Court of Appeal. 

· The criminal division of the Court of Appeal hears appeals of judgments made in the Crown Court. 

· The civil division of the Court of Appeal hears appeals of judgments made in the High Court, tribunals, and certain cases in county courts.

· The highest court to which you can appeal a decision is the House of Lords. 

Refusing bail 

Did you know that some people are refused bail? This is for a variety of reasons.

· Sometimes the police or the court believes that the person might not turn up in court. 

· Sometimes it is thought that they might commit another offence during the period before the court hearing.

· Offenders have also been known to interfere with witnesses or the criminal justice process. 

Magistrates – what they do

Did you know that 95% of all cases are tried in a magistrates’ court? 

· Magistrates sit as ‘benches’ of three people. One of these magistrates is called the Chairman of the Court. They work together as a team. 

· They have all kinds of powers, including issuing fines, sending someone to prison for up to six months, and discharging someone (freeing them from a charge or accusation of guilt). 

· Although most cases start in the magistrates’ court, some of the major ones like rape, murder or arson must be sent by the magistrates to the Crown Court.

Which court? 

Did you know that civil cases are dealt with in different courts from criminal cases?

· Civil courts include family courts, county courts and the High Court. Tribunals are also used for civil matters. 

· Criminal courts include youth courts and the Crown Court. The most famous Crown Court is the Old Bailey. 

· Magistrates’ courts can hear both sorts of cases. 

Tribunals

Did you know that the Tribunals Service handles more cases than ordinary civil courts?

· There are 30 tribunals in the UK, dealing with a wide range of appeals about issues including asylum and immigration; mental health; social security; child support; finance and tax; and special educational needs and disability.

· These cases often involve the most vulnerable people in society. 

· Tribunals deal with over 500,000 cases every year. This is more than any other branch of the civil justice system. 

Rules about working 

Did you know there are rules that regulate what time of the day you can work and for how long? These rules are different depending on your age.

· If you are 14, you can work for only two hours on weekdays and Sundays and for five hours on Saturday during term time. 

· During school holidays, you can work for up to five hours on a weekday or a Saturday and no more than two hours on a Sunday.

· If you are 15 or 16 and are working while you are still at school, your rights are almost identical to when you were 14. However, you can work for up to eight hours on Saturdays and during school holidays

How to report a crime?

Did you know that you can report a crime anonymously? 

· You can report a crime anonymously by going to Crimestoppers – an independent organisation that allows you to provide the details of a crime without revealing your identity. 

· See www.crimestoppers-uk.org. Another easy way to report a crime is by going to your local police station and making a statement. 

· Alternatively, you could speak to a member of your Neighbourhood Policing Team. Once you've reported a crime, you will be kept informed of developments and you may need to appear in court as a witness

Why report a crime? 

Did you know that if you don’t report a robbery, it is almost impossible to claim for it on your insurance?  

· It’s important to report crime, as otherwise the criminal is free to commit more crime and injure other people or damage more communities. 

· It’s also important to report crime for practical reasons. For example, if you were robbed, you can get a crime number from the police and make an insurance claim. 

Sentencing

Did you know that if a person is found guilty in a criminal court case, their punishment is called a sentence? 

· When sentencing the offender, the judge or magistrates have to take into consideration the seriousness of the offence, any past offences that the person has committed, and the likeliness of the person reoffending. 

· The maximum sentence that the magistrates can give is usually six months in custody or a £5,000 fine.

· Judges in a Crown Court can give much more severe sentences, including life imprisonment.

Formal cautions and reprimands

Did you know that a formal caution is a warning given by the police to adults who admit they are guilty of an offence? 

· Usually this is the first offence that the person has committed, and the offence is considered to be relatively minor, such as vandalism or petty theft. 

· A reprimand is the younger person’s version of a formal caution given to those aged 17 and under. 

· A caution or reprimand acts as a first official warning, and its main aim is to prevent offenders reoffending. If the person offends again, they may then be given a final warning or charged with an offence which means they will go to court.

· A caution will be recorded on the police database and may be considered in court if they are tried for another offence.

Restorative justice

Did you know that victims can often help to make an offender understand the consequences of their crime?

· A system called restorative justice allows victims to choose to meet the offender and help them to see the impact of their behaviour. 

· Victims, offenders and communities work together to decide on a response to a particular crime, such as writing a letter of apology or removing graffiti. 

· The parties will also agree what changes need to be made to help prevent offences happening in future.

· The victims often feel better for seeing the offender take responsibility for their actions.

Compensation for victims

Did you know that victims of violent crime can apply for financial compensation? 

· The offender does not have to be traced or prosecuted for the victim to claim compensation.

· But the victim does need to report the crime to the police. 

· The Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority (CICA) ensures that the victim receives compensation, even where the offender does not have money to give them. 

· Each year, around 60,000 applications for compensation are made, and £200 million paid out in compensation for personal and fatal injuries. Amounts vary from £1,000 to £250,000.

Probation Service

Did you know the Probation Service helps offenders and prisoners rehabilitate and fit back into the community? 

· Probation aims to stop reoffending by changing offenders’ behaviour, running education and training courses, and by helping offenders to get work.

· Probation officers also make sure that the offender is aware of the effect of the crime on victims and the public. 

· Most offenders are released from prison before the end of their sentence on ‘licence’. The licence includes conditions such as curfews and bans from contacting certain people. 

· If offenders misbehave while on probation, such as breaking licence and not keeping probation appointments they can be sent back to court and even prison. 

Anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs)

Did you know that the aim of an ASBO is to protect the public from bad behaviour?

· An ASBO is a set of rules that can prevent a person from doing certain things, meeting up with certain people, or entering certain areas. 

· An ASBO is a civil order – not a criminal penalty.

· It won’t appear on an individual’s criminal record. 

· Breaking an ASBO is a criminal offence, which can be punished with a fine or up to five years in prison. 

· ASBOs are given for problematic behaviour such as substance misuse, verbal abuse, noise nuisance, and vandalism. 

· ASBOs can be given to anyone over 10 years of age (adults can get them too), and they last for up to two years. 

Curfew orders and similar punishments

Did you know that anti-social behaviour orders (ASBOs) are not the only way of dealing with young people who cause trouble? 

· Curfew orders require people to remain at a specified place for set periods of time. 

· The acceptable behaviour contract (ABC) is a set of voluntary rules that the young person signs up to.

· Compensation orders require offenders (or their parents) to pay for any damage caused.

· If someone has been violent at a football match they could be banned from football matches for three years and have their passport taken away when their team are playing abroad. This is called a football banning order.

Other help for young people in trouble

Did you know that young people in trouble with the law have many options for getting help? 

· You could call someone at Connexions Direct, which gives information and advice for young people. Details can be found here: www.connexionsdirect.com/index.cfm?go=telephone. Calls from a landline are free, so they won’t show up on any phone bills, and they won’t ask for any personal details such as names or addresses. 

· Join a web chat at www.rizer.co.uk.

